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T H E 

TRUE any FALSE | MINISTER; 
* OR T HB 

FAITHFULand UNFAITHFUL MINISTER, 


DELinEATED and CONTRASTED. 


I. The 'Truz and Farrnrurl MinisTER, Deli- 
neated; &c. &Cc, 


1. FE is acquainted with the awful ſtate 
of man by nature.—He knows by 


experience the burden of fin is intol- 
erable ; That the juftice of God, muſt and will, 
have perfect ſatisfattion for ſin. He knows that 
there is a glorious and rich proviſion made in 
the ceconomy of redemption for loſt ſinners, 
and how they are made partakers of it. He 
knows the happy effeCts of repentance and the 
new-birth, &c., &c. which are the free gifts of 


God effefted by the Pn. of the Holy 
Spirit, 


——a B 2. HE 


$629 
2. HE knows, that the miniſtry of the goſpel 


is an inſtitution of the great God, and that God 
muſt move and call men to that office, inde- 


pendant of all human means or deſigns ; and 
that it is the duty of ſuch fo called, to ufe all 
human endeavours to affiſt them in their honor- 


' able employ, ſtill looking to the hong Spirit as 
the chief Director. 


1. The Faist and UNnFAiTHFUL MINISTER Deli- 
neated, &c. &c. 


1. HE knows nothing at all of the natural 


ſtate of man, as it ſtands in contradiſtinEtion 
to the ſtate of grace. 


He never felt the burden of ſin, he believes 

the juſtice of God muſt and can only be ſatisfied 
by the offenders repentance and reformation. 
He believes what ſome men call the ceconomy 
of redemption, 1s only a cant phraſe uſed among 
thoſe who affect to know more than others, 
- He believes, that repentance conſiſts in being 
ſorry for ſome great or uncommon fins ; ſuch 
as murder, adultery, theft, &c. &c. And that 
there 1s ne other regeneration, than what 1s 
effected by a /ecret ſome-what, when the miniſter 
is forming the ſign of the croſs in baptiim. 


2, HY looks upon the miniſtry to be a genteel 
employ for a perſon of ſmall fortune, to be ſup- 
ported by thro? life, He believes, that when 
he has taken his degree of A.B. or if he can 
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AV 73 
read and tranſlate, the Greek Teſtament, or 
Grotius's De veritate religioni, and the 39 arti- 
cles, he is then ſufficiently called and moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, to take holy orders, and that 
he 1s able to diſcharge his office. 


\ 


IT. The Txut and Farrnrur. MinisTER, deli- 
neated in his Views, 


HE hath good ends and views in taking or- 
ders, and in purſuing his work, he is in reality 
moved by the HoLy GrosrT F ; hath a genuine 


principle 


+ Every miniſter at his ordination is aſked the following 
queſtion by the biſhop at the Altar—* Do you truſt, that 
you are inwardly called, by the Hoy Grosr, to take upon 
you the office? Do you think you are inwardly called 
according to the will of Chriſt?” And he anſwers in the 
affirmative. 

The meaning of this queſtion he ought thoroughly to 
underſtand, An eminent caſuiſt * has very unworthily 
declared, that he who has a due regard to his education, 
abilities, and inclination ; may reſt ſecure in his conſcience, 
that he is inwardly called to the miniſtry, But is not ſuch * 


an aſſertion (and from ſo good a man too) aſtoniſhing? Is 


it not ſcarcely incredible (but ſoit is) that he ſhould never 
ſo much as mention holineſs as a requiſite ? 

In order therefore to give the true meaning of this im- 
portant queſtion, let it be obſerved, that there are two 
qualifications eſſentially neceſſary for all ſuch as are candt- 
dates for ordination, without which, they cannot juſtly 
be ſaid to have the inward call, or, to be moved by the 
Hory GnosT., 
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Principle of love to Gop and CarrsT, and a 
deep concern for the {alvation of himſelf and 
the ſouls of his hearers. He takes no ſinful, 
indirect, or ſuſpicious methocs to get a living, 
bur ſubmits himſelf to providence, and 1s not 
egar to be rich himſelf, or to leave his family 
ſo. He labours faithfully h:m/elf, as he hath 
ability and opportunity. Godlineſs is his gain, 
and ferving CaRIsT the fruit of his labours, anc 
the ead of his life. 

IL. The 


1. The firſt is a great degree of love to Cun1sr, and zeal 
for his glory, whoſe commiiſion they are to receive for 
feeding his flock. At the reſtoration of Peter, he was 


thrice alked, © Lovelt thou me?” and was enjoined, & Feed 


my ſheep—feed my lambs.” Love is an attive princt- 
ple kindled by the Hoiv Syeirir. © When' thou art 
convert2d,” ſaid our Los, * Stren gthen thy brethren." 

2 The ſecond qualification, {and an indiſpenſible one 
it is} is to have.a warm and afſe&ionate zcal for the good 
of immortal ſouls, whom Cux1st has purchaſed with his 
moſt precious blood, _ 

A ainifier ſhould not only have qualities and endow- 


ments to be outwardly tried and called, but, he muſt like- 


wiſe be conſcious of the ſanRity of his own heart. He muſt 


have holineſs, as well as education, abilities and inclination, 
The inward motion or call to the miniliry, is the work of 


Gov's holy Snirit, evidenced by its fruits, 

And the queſtion is, © Do you truſt that you are inwardly 
called or moved by the Hory Guosr ? 

It is much to be wiſhed that cler:ymen would at leaſt 
every quarter, read over the form of ordaining Deacons 


and Prieſts ; and that the laity would likewiſe occaſionally 


reac it, that they may be the better enabled to judge how 


far their miniflers do, or do not act conſiſtently with it, 


# 
, 


CY 


WH. The Farce oud UnrariTHFUL MINISTER 
Delineated in his Views, 


HE undertakes the work from ſloth or pride, 
or a deſire to live elegantly. He flatters the 
rich, or great (be they ever fo irreigious,) to 
obtain preferment. And by ſoothing them in 
their vices, eſpouſing their political ſchemes 
and meaſures ; or by other ſinful'or mean com- 
plyances, courts their patronage. He contrives 
to preach as ſhort ſermons as poſlible for fear 
of offending his hearers; and to do as little as he 
can in extra duties. He alſo employs others 
to do his work, allowing them but little. Ezek, 
xliv. 8. And ye have not kept the charge of mine 


holy things: but ye have ſet keepers of my charge 


in my ſanttuary fer yourſelves, Gain 1s his god- 
lineſs. He ſerves not the Load Jesvs CnrirsrT, 
but his own Bel/y, Rom. xvi. 18. He makes it 
his main care to get as much of this world's 
goods, and live as much at his eaſe as he can. 


NI. The Tzvr and Farrnrur, MinisTER may be 


known by his DILIGENCE 7n his Paſtoral Care. 


After he 1s inducted into a living, he has not_ 
then in his own account gained his chief end, 
He is now only juſt entering upon his work, - 
The tempora]—but eſpecially the ſpiritual hap- 
pineſs of his people, lays near his heart, | 
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He generally fills up his intervals from ſtudy, 


with ſhort, but profitable viſits to his people ; 


his time with them is employed in enquiring 
into the proſperity of their ſouls; how they 
profit under the miniſtry of the word? how 
they grow in knowledge? what gifts they have 
and how they improve in the exerciſe of them? 
what temptations they are ſubje&t to, what 
doubts and fears intrude upon them, &c, He 
then returns to his ſtudy, begs of Gop for the 


aſſiſtance of his HorLy Se1riT, in framing ſome- 


thing that may be ſuitable to ſome or all of . 
thoſe he has been viſiting, againſt the firſt 
public opportunity, and this is the method he 
takes, to lay the plans of his ſermons ; ſearch- 
ing the word of Gop, and his own and others 

experience for matter to engrols the plan. 


MM. The Farsz ond Unraiturur MinisTtR- 


may be known by his Indo Hence and ab ans 
in his Pariſh. 


When he is prefered to a good living he has 
then gained the very end he had in view, He 
has done with labour, fince he is able now, to 
pay one to labour for him. His temporal 
'emoluments lay the neareſt his heart, 

His whole time (except what 1s ſpent in | com- 
poling novels, tragedies, romances, and his o0- 
ther literary engagements, as editor of a daily. 
or Weekly Newſpaper, and a few other pertod;- - 


cal Prviications, # IS taken " In viſiting L_— 


Y 


+ F-:-3 
Efqj——— and Farmer——— when at the 
rectory, and at Newmarket, Bath, or Margate, 
in the ſeaſon, And when in town, at Drury-lanc, 
Hay-market, the Pantheon, or the E. O. tables, 
&c. As he ſeldom preaches, he has no occaſion 
| to attend to ſtudy or compoſition of ſermons, 
He has no conneCtions with the poor, nor any 
buſineſs with the fick : the former he leaves to 
the diicretion of. his Curate, the latter to the 
commiſeration of the DoRtor, 


IV. The True and Farrurur, MINISTER may 
be known by his Detrine, 


CP wal not deny the dignity of human 
nature, as ſuperior to the brutal ; but he inſiſts 
much on its depravity, guilt, pollution and 
weakneſs, as knowing that this is conſiſtent 
with the doctrine of the goſpel, and the founda- 
tion for ſhowing the neceſſity of converſion 
and every other part of revealed religion. 


Read the ſecond and third chapters of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans. 


2. HE inſiſts much vpon the neceſſity of di- 
vine grace, and the foLy SPIRIT, to enlighten 
mens underſtanding, convince them of their 
guilt and pollution; to ſhew them their need of a 
Saviour, and of repentance, faith and evargelical 
obedience. He exhorts and dire&ts them to 
prey for the Spirit, according to Phil, 11, 13. 
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For it is God which worketh in Jou to will and to 
do of his good pleaſure. 


3. HE preaches CazisrT and ſtrongly inſiſts 
upon and holds forth one and all of his offices ; 


his atoning blood, his merits and interceſſion, as 
the ground of our hope of pardon, acceptance, 
and eternal life. He is not forgetful of the ne- 
ceſſity of relative and moral duties, and a Ju- 
dicious condu&t to which he is ever urgent in 
public and private. The motives he uſes to 
induce them toa ſpeedy complyance, are rational 
and argumentative, but eſpecially thoſe ariſing 
from the goſpel. Titus 11. 4—9. 


Let me intrude on the readec to do himſelf and me the 
Juſtice to read carefully theſe goreons, as they are od 


| long to be TIEN os 


4. HE: aims to dere the hypocrite, and for 
that purpoſe, lays ſeige to the heart, and ran- 


Tacks it, he enters it, and takes the hypo- 


_ Erite's very thoughts and puts them into lan- 


guage—he follows him through every lane of 
life, and 'in every duty, civil and religious, he 
attacks him, p the maſk and expoſes the 
man. This enrages the hypocrite—to be doged 
at the heels for thirty or fecty years, and all his 
ſecret thoughts and ations rehearſed before his 
eyes, and in his hearing. Then he cries out, 


«© Theſe that have turn'd the world Upnge- 


Gon; are come : hither alſo”! | ; 


, Wo * > E. 


6. 5K 
4 


49-3 


#4 ' HE knows the formaliſt i ISA oreat enemy to - 
yital godlineſs, and therefore he labours to ex+ 
poſe him in all his religious views; he begins 


with him in his firſt 1deas of religion, and.never 


loſes fight of him thro? all his forms and modes. 
He forgets no ſpecies of his alms-deeds; nor 
the manner in which he beſtows them, nor the 
object he relieves. As he dealt with the hypo- 

crite, ſo he deals with him: and he meets with 


juſt the ſame uſage from the one as from the 
Other. 


6. HE arms himſelf with all the artillery of 
Sinai, to attack the thoughtleſs ſinner, know- 
ing the terrors of the Logp he diſplays them in 
all their force, 
| When he beholds before him a number of 
ignorant, helpleſs deceived ſinners, his ſoul is 
moved within him —his paſſions are tinged with 
celeſtial tear, his affeftions burſt forth with the 
| moſt ſtrong. and convincing arguments, and 
lively and moving figures—and by.the bleſſed 
Spirit of God, which attend the means—there 
11s in one corner, a ſtupid ſinner rouſed into 
attention — yonder, an obdurate wretch is 
melted into tears !—even that cold old profeſſor, 
ſeems animated—and thoſe ſculking behind the _ 
pillars (who accidentally dropped in) whoſe 
looks evince them to have been daring mon- 
ſters of iniquity, ſeem terrified and alarmed. 
© The audience thus affected, his zeal for God 
and love for ſouls is doubled, His ecarneſtneſs 
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(0 2) 
is increaſed his voice raiſed—nor can he ſup- 
preſs his vehemence, until his hearers are made 
ſuſceptible of divine impreſſions. He marks 
ſuch in the congregation, ſends proper perſons 
to conſult with them—ſends for, or as occaſion 
may ſuit, goes to them, to inſtruct them more 
perfetly, ſetting them to ſearch and try God's 
word and themſelves. He reproves, Tebukes, 
and exhorts faithfully, declaring the whole 
counſel of God, conſiſtent with As xx. 18—22. 


7. HE repreſents religion as an inward ex- 
perimental thing, known and felt in the heart. 
That it conſiſts not in afſenting nor conſenting 
to any creed, —T hat neither education, nor any 


| moral qualifications can in any ways fit or pre- 
pare the ſoul tor chriſtianity independent of 


the operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 

_ He frequently exhorts to ſelf-examination, 
and often fo models his ſermons, that he may 
lay them down the method to proceed upon, 
He recommends ſecret prayer over and above 
family prayer; ſhows the nature and utility of 
it—the temptations and deadneſs, &c, which 
they may expect to meet with in that exerciſe, 


8. HE knows the danger of unwatchfulneſs, 
therefore he points out the evils that have enſued 
from it. He inſtances David and Solomon, in 
the Old Teſtament; and Peter in the New: to- 
gether with numbers in the circle of his own 
knowledge—with an application to their own 
bearcs for the truth of it, | 

9. HE 
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9: HE preſſes the neceflity of the habitual 
preſence of God. So that whatſoever he may 
be engaged in, he may act as under the divine 
inſpe&tion. This keeps him humble, by this 
he learns to regulate his paſſions—by this 
he ſees the neceſlity of purifying the heart, He 
alſo by this 1s fent earneſtly in prayer to God 
for holineſs, without which he can by no means 
| fee the Lord to his comfort. He looks upon 
himſelf as a meſſenger that has an account to 
give of his embaſſy to his great Maſter ; from 
2 Cor. v. 20. We are embaſſadours for Chriſt, 
as though God by us did beſeech you, we pray _ m 
maded s ftead, be ye reconciled to Ged. 


10. His main aim is to fave poor loſt ſinners, 
_ and to build up the awakened in their moſt holy 
faith. And for this end, the grand do&trines of 
the goſpel, with the important bleffings which 
attend thoſe who are favingly acquainted with 


' them. Theeſlential duties of the real chriſtian, 


the glories, perfections, characters, and attri- 
butes of the bleſſed Saviour ; the doctrine of 
original fin, with the fable retinew which at- 
tends it; the real and perfect fatisfaftion of Je= 
ſus Chriſt, and complete juſtification by the im- 
putation of his righteouſneſs; alſo regeneration- 
by the Holy Spirit : evangelical faith and obe- 
dience to all Chriſt's commands, ſpringing 
from the renewed ſoul, impregnated with _ 
vine love, are Clearly pointed our. 

He points out the pleaſures of a cheifhiate 
life, in a thouſand inſtances, The glories and 
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grandeur of the reſurrection. The wondrous 
Judge of quick and dead, ſummonfing the 


Whole human race tojudgment. The wonders of 


that ſcene of the condemned ſinners, in whoſe 
heart dwells the moſt reſtleſs defire, overwhelm- 
ing ſhame, horrible fear, diſmal ſorrow, the 
moſt tormenting envy, unrelenting hardneſs of 
heart, and racking deſpair ! 

He further ſhows the ſinners their fearful 


Rate. O man, how couldeſt thou like to dwell 


with everlaſting burnin, s? See how yonder 
fiends toſs among the camned tpirits in the 


_ flaming gulf! they hunger, but there is no fo-d 
for them, except eternal fire, They thirſt, 


but there is no refreſhing fountain ; no, not ſo 
much” as one cooling drop, except the liquid 
brimſtone ! Suppole the ſenſual appetites to re- 


main, they cannot be gratified. Heaven has 


ſhut 1ts everlaſting gates againſt them, and their 
breaſts are agitated with the ghaſtly appariti- 
ons of their departed joys. What adds to their 
horrors, is the redeemed join the angelic choirs 
above, in ſinging eternal Hallelujahs to the 
Lamb, while the ſmoke of heir own torment, af- 
cendeth for ever and ever |! ” 

_ Such is the dwelling of the vicked; and the 
place of him who knoweth not God. Hear and 
fear, O my hearers; and ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate with the happy deſpiſed few that 
find it. 


Thus he ſeeks not his own profit, but the profit 
of many, that many may be ſaved, 1 Cor. x. 39. 


for 


-_ 
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for if be yet ſought to pleaſe men, be ww 4 not be 
the ſervant of God. Gal. i. 10. In this manner, 


he travails in birth again, till I be formed 


within his people, Gal, tv. IS 


VI. The Fats and UnrarTuroul MintsTeR 
may be known by his Daftrine. 


1. He dwells much on the dignity and per- 
fe&tion of human nature ; denies there is any 


need for any profeſling chriſtians, (eſpecially - 


thoſe who are not notoriouſly wicked) to be 


converted, He addreſles al] his hearers as if 


they were real Chriſtians, and heirs of heaven, 


Read John ix. 39, 40, 41, 


_ _ 2. HE dwelleth much on the poxer and will 


of man, denying or ſeldom mentioning the aids 


ofthe HOLY $PIKIT; extolleth thenoble powers of 


man, together with his merit and good works. 
In doing this, he is naturally led to make his 


hearers expect ſalvation by their own partial and 


imperfect obedience, This doctrine is perfectly 


agreeabletofallen man, nor will the preachers of 


it ever meet with perſecution from the world. 


But compare it with the chief ſhepherd's own 


alluſion, John xv. 18. 


3 HE ſcllom mentions Car1srT, or if he does, 


*ris only as a teacher, recommending virtue, 


from the very motives, and in the manner which 
the heathen philoſophers did. He is not at all 
fond 
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fond of ſcripture language, but Cicero, Tully, 
Ariſtotle, &c. &c. are his oracles; and to them 
and ſuch writers he appeals. The faith which 
he inſiſts upon, 1s, - an aſſent to the Bible—with- 
out relying on the merits of its bleſſed Author, 
or ſeeking ſtrength from his holy Spirit, 


' 4. HE: never, enters into, nor traces the 
ſprings of men's aCtions—nor the various 
motives which urges them on in their mad 
career; for he being ignorant of the evil of 
his own heart, never ſuſpects either his own, or, 
his hearers hearts, And thus it is that thou- 
ſands and rens of thouſands periſh for lack of 
knowledge. But their blood will Goa require 


at the falſe and faithleſs miniſter's hand, 


5. HE dwells only on mere external forms 
and duties, theſe are, the grand ſignatures of 
genuine chriſtianity, in his accounr, together 
with a conſtant approach to the altar to receive 
the holy Sacrament—honeſty—ſobriety / and 
charity—and he that doeth theſe things fin- 
cerely, ſhall never fail—they ſhall be crowned 
and well rewarded for their ſincerity for their 
works follow them, 


6. HE confeſſeth (and ſometimes aſſerts) 
that we are all ſinners—but who are not? God 
1s merciful, and will not enter into judgment 


with men for ſmall or common ſins ; elſe who 
could be ſaved ? | 


When 


C.-..0$-5) 

 _- When he ſees himſelf bleſt with a large audi- 
tory; if they are Gay and Ric ; he tells them, 
that there is nothing better in this life, than 
that ſuch ſhould uſe what that noble Being has 
 betowed upon them according to their rank 
and fortune. 

He points out how good God has bn to 
them, in raiſing them above their fellow-crea- 
tures in life—in putting it in their power to 
indulge themſelves with fuch vaſt variety of in- 
nocent amuſements ; which God is ſo far from 
prohibiting, that he has appointed the oze for 
the other. | Bo: 

Tf there ſhould be any NnopBLE and LEARNED, 

he ranſacks heathen antiquity, harmony, ſmooth- 
neſs of language, well adjuſted periods—pro- 
per emphaſes—fine imagery, &c. to ſhewhis parts 
and knowledge ; expoſes the enthuſiaſm of being 
too teligioun, and the folly of the poor, amongſt 
ſome ſefarzes, in pretending to know what God 
is about to do with them here or hereafter. 
The certainty of obtaining heaven without ſo 
much affectation, he dwells upon. He is very 
ſparing of ſetting: before men the demerit of 
ſin, with the eternal ruin which muſt inevitably 
follow it: prophecying ſmooth things, and 
avoiding what would alarm and terrify; quite. 
contrary to 2 Cor. v. 11. 


. 9-H E:redunes the ſtandard of religion to 
the reliſh and practices of the preſent day, And 
as he believes not a ſyllable of what the godly 


minl- 


ne Cem 2d” tne... Ma i td 


( 16 ) 
miniſter does, of the ſecret operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; conſequently, he warns all his 
hearers againſt ſuch deluſions. As they who 
teach enthuſiaſm, and they who believe it, are 
only thoſe of low and mean capacities. —And 
the effects it has on them is to make them idle, 
ſelf-conceited, and often affects their ſenſes, and 
makes them end their days in a mad-houſe. _ 

He ſees no reaſon people have to leave their 
own pariſh-church for prayers, morning, noon, 
or night ; becauſe it is irregular. But if there 
be a ſufficiency left, by ſome pious benefactor, 
for public prayers, once, twice, or three times 
a day, in their own pariſh-church ; the pariſh- 
oners ought to attend; ſuppoſing it is convenit- 
ent for their bulineſs, or any other engagements, 


$. HE ſees no danger, either from the world, 
the fleſh or the devil—nor his own heart; and 
why enforce an exerciſe which only tends to 
retrench that happineſs which ariſes from ſocial 


company or harmleſs amuſements, 


9. 'AIS ſentiments of ſelf-denial, are very 
Juſt in the fight of all unregenerate men. For 
ſelf-denial, ſubduing the carnal inclinations, 
praying againſt thoſe things which may end in 
ſin — humility in all its branches, both in_ 
things civil and religious=3 nonconformity 
to the maxims and cuſtoms of this world, is by 
him looked to ſavor too much of pennance; 
and every prudent man, would take care of 
blend- 


(: 1}t ) 

| blending the church of: England, with the church 
of-Rome, For this cauſe. he never mentions 
thoſe things, nor does: he deſcend upon parti- 
culars of any kind. Generals is beſt among the 
vulgar, particular diffinitions only tend to iper- 
plex them. Entirely contrary to'2 Cor. 11. ' 17. 
_ Chap. iv. ver. 2 


10. As he believes all men were regenerate 


at their baptiſm, and conſequently : all are chriſ- 
tians, there is no need of awakening them again; 
and reconverting them. For the glories and 
perfe&ions. of God, they are very well 'known 
by the learned; and fuck knowledge belong not 
to the poor and zlliterate, nor can their ſhallow 
conceptions comprehend them. 4? 
He thinks Jeſus Chriſt's ſatisfation Was ſuf- 
ficient for himſelf, But 'cannot conceive how 
it ſhould enter into the mind of : man, that the 
righteovineſs of one- {however eminent A cha- 
rater) ſhouþd be ſatisfaQory for anther; or 
how it can, upon tlie park of reaſon, be im- 
puted to another, and he be juſtified thefeby. 


He hag no notion of alarming and diſquieting 


the minds of people, with thoſe chings, which 
their reaſon cannot comprehend. * Thoſe wha 


live a-good, virtuous life, need not fear, ſeeing 


the mercy of God is ſo great, to mankind, Hg 


rather thinks there are certain innocent queſ- 
_ tions, or hidden myſteries in ſcripture, which 
Pay be unriddled for the amuſement of the cus 
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( 18: ) 
rious. part of the. auditory; without pointing 
them to thoſe gloomy regions of. deſpair, or 
terrifying them with the, uncertain decition: of 
the laſt judgment) ſuch as, 
Firft. What tribe of the Jews, ſhall bs Ft 
called to chriſtianity? - 
Secoud, By what human means will it be? ? 
Third. Of what was the bag made which 
Judas carried? leather, linnen or wollen, 
Fourth, How many dogs were there that 
licked Lazarus's ſores ? 
Fifth, What were their names ? 
Sixth, What was the circumference, and 
height of the hill of foreſkins ? 
Seventh. ; What was the height of the tower 
of Babylon, when God- confounded er lany 
guages? Be e- 
Eighth, How many bricks might there be 
1n that tower ? 2 
Nipth. How many four of water des the 
Ark draw when aflote ? 
Tenth, What effects the ſtars, and the change 
of the moon has upon the human frame ? E 
- And thus he acts quite contrary to Paul's ex- 
Hortation to Titus, —But avoid fooliſh gueſtions, 
. and genealogies, and contentions, and firtuings 
| about the law ; for they are ware end vainy 
| Tit. ili. 9. 


.V. The 


(19) 


'V. The True and Farrurut MinisTER may 
be known by his DiL1GenCe in bis Labours. 


W HE pays attention to the Canons of his 


Cauxca; and as the fifty enjoins him to be 
often in catechiſing, « every ſabbath-day, and 
holy-day, for half an bour or more ; before evens 
ing prayer, the miniſter is to . examine and in» 
ſtrut the youth and ignorant, in his pariſh, with 
all children, ſervants and apprentices, &c.” * 
_ He performs every part of his miniſterial 
office, with gravity, ſeriouſneſs, reverence, and 
affeftion, which Rows his heart i is in his work. 


2. What ended and compalan does he 
ſhew on the careleſs and ignorant? What ſor» 
row and. trouble fill's his heart, on account of 
' the unregenerate ? How he entreats and pers 

ſuades them by every thing ſolemn and facred, 
_ to. confider their condition, to bewail thee 
guilt, -and tremble at their miſery, and to ſeek. 
deliverance from damnation, | 


þ-' Behold his courage and boldneſs, for God, - 
and the immortal ſouls of men: what indignas _ 
C "Wh | $4 tion 


» If any alluiter negle& his duty herein, Jet kim. be 
ſharply reproved upon the firſt complaint; and for the 
fecond offence, let him be ſuſpended, and for the third 
offence, let him be excommunicated? Canon'5ge = 

Quexy, Suppoſe this was put into execution ; how many 
excommunicated miniſters may we ſuppoſe there would be 
in Rogland? 
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lelujahs) are always echoing from ſaint to ſe 


vittionst to the heart and ſoul. 


the miniſtry: yy -when thi ey viſit 1 t Hit, to preach for 


( 29). 


tion againſt the ways and works of the finner ! 


He lays himſelf ont, to tetrify the obſtinate, to 
confound the ſcoffer, and diſdain the infidel. v. 


4. HE ſweetly aft, by deſcribing the 
triumphant ſtate of the bleſſed above; whit 


joys and glories! what ſweet employ ! admi- 


ration! love! wonder! Praiſe! and eferrial hal- 


raphim, the heavens EU. 


j4; HE i is not tedious in his firmads for 
though they were not always ſo regular, perfe& 


and connetted, as the'critick and formaliit could 


wiſh ; his hearers are roo. much. affeaet' and 
tranſported with his 'miatter and rhanrier, - tol 
Iwell on or XR wear ſich little A 


6. H E is plain and 5 uation; - clear and 
ſtriking in his manher, appealing "to the ' ſenſe” 
of every hearer. His propoſitions though few, 
are of great importatice-and weight 3 and natu«'” 


rally flows from his text. Therefore his rea- 


ſonings ate raafterly, bringidg Tebſil ble con- 


4A Þ-$#** 


- is is ſolicitous for his people's 200d, 
6 therefore fertires all his wequaimrances in” 


him; hoping thereby to do them good. He Is | 
6 1 bY 


i 4 . 


( 21 ) 

hot olicitous for the praiſe of any good. heing 
_ done; if jt is but dane, -he gives the praiſe to 
Gad ; he. expounds one of the leſſons before 
ar after ſermon. He rehearſes the ſermon .AL 
night, or expounds in Jhis own .family, where 
Wl are welcome tq attend who will. He ſpends 
the whole interval of the .abbath, in reading, 
meditation and prayer, or religious diſcourſe 
in his family, or among others who may reſorc 
to him for fpiritual inftruRion, and the ſoly- 
Yon of daubts, &c. for he recolle&s God's 
commands, © If thou turn away thy" foot from the 
(ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on my holy day ; 
and call the ſabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
bonourcbte, ans alt Bonowr "Him, not doi ing thine 


A D-£#. © ©-v 


Jpeaking thine own words, If. Iviti. x 3: And E 
ftridtly follows Paul's example, who ceaſed not 


fo warn dy 4 oNe, night « ans day nd Ts Acts 
| KNX. 31. 


8. HE, does not think his work. is over 


when ſunday i 1s oyer, but 1s ſolicitous to know 
what has | been done. in the public ordinances, 
he makes a general tour among them on the 

| Monday, to hear ſome ſpiritual news, 'and ſuirs 
his. converſation agcordiagly. , He enquires 
hay.they ſpend the ſunday-evenings, how they 
xeach.. their children and fervants; he Jends 
them, ;bgoks, .and gives them. bibles ; makes 
himſelf (prudently) familiar with ſervants and 
.echydren, that he may be uſeful to them. In 
i TS rimes 
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( 22 p 

| times of trouble and ſickneſs, he endeavours 
to cheriſh any good impreſſions on their hearts. 
In ſhort, he watcheth over their ſouls, as one that 
muſt pive an account, Atts xx..20. For he 
preaches the word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; re-. 
proves, rebukes, exhorts, with all long Suffering and 


doffrint, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 


= 


V. The Faris: and Unraiturutl MinisTER 


may be known by: bes NEGLIGENCE in his La- 
boars. 


1. HE does as little as 48 .can without laying 
himſelf- open to cenſure and puniſhment. He 
owes no obedience - to the Canons of the 
Crvacn, as they were never crowned - with 
the ſanftion of parliament. He is ſhort, light” 


_ and ſuperficial in his public work ; careleſs how 


it is done, ſoon weary of it, and glad when it 
is finiſhed, 


2. The tenderneſs and compaſſion of the 
True MinisTER, he counts, low art, and mean 
whining inſinuations, entirely unworthy of a 
man of parts and ſpirit, 'F 


| HE is cold and Jifeteſs in bis Sula | 
tions, ſeldom mentions "heaven or hell, death 


or judgment, God or Chriſt, the devil or -"e 
value and importance of an immortal foul, 


4 HE 


OI + ao A, 


( 23 ) 
| 4. HE is better calculated to deſctibe the 
happineſs and tranſports of a love intrigue, than 
the joys of heaven, which may be known by 
his ququni_ns from Oyid, _ ; 


5s. H Ei very parcienlic with reſpeCt to his : 
compoſitions, ſyntax, punctuation, and empha- 
ſis, with a variety of far-fetched phraſes ; Greek 
and Latin J_UCLaUOns, from the ancients, ſwell 
the theme. 


6. HE cakes a text it is true; but neither 
an introduction to it, doctrine, explanation nor 
diſcuſling 1ts conſtituent parts=application, uſe, 
inference, inſtruction, conſolation, reproof, &c. 
do we ever hear in the whole 'coutſe of fifteen 
minutes, when we ſee him for once in the 
whole time, look off his book and pronounce, 
cc Now to God the Father, &c." 


A HE | is careful that none - ſhall enter his 
pulpit, that has been owned of God, for the 
awakening of poor Chriſtleſs ſinners. Such en - 
thuſiaſtic preachers he counts the bane-of con-. 
tention, the diſturbers of the common peace, 
thoſe that turn the world upſide down. | 

He rehearſes no ſermon in his own houſe, 
he wants none of, the poor to make ſo free 
as to come to prayers, ſeldom indeed 'is 
there time for family prayers; becauſe, after 
ſervice, he often ſpends the evening out, and it 
Is late ere he comes home ; or, has company at. 
C4 rhe 


( 24 ) 
0 the vicarige, which alſs ftays late. This is 
dire&tly oppoſite to 1 Tim, iv. 12, 16. Be 
thou an ' Example of the believer,” in word, in con- 
verſation, in charity, in ſpirit, mm truth, in purity. 
Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy doftrine, 
continue in them: for in dbin I thou ſhalt ſave 
thyſelf and them that hear the c 


'$. HIS wotk is over when ſervice is over, 
He tells them what is right, and whar-is wrong, 
what more can he do! were he to cry like a 
child, and tear his hair like a bedlamite, what 


good would that do? in ſhort, if they will not 
do as he tells them, they muſt ſtand to the 
conſequences, although his converſation with 


* them is only earthly and ſenſual, His conver- 


ſation i is about the ſucceſs of the fleets, the mo- 
tions of the enemy ; the debates of the upper 
and lower houſes; the national debt; what new 
taxes may be impoſed ; what livings are va- 
cant; what new produCtions are in rehearſal in 
cither of the houſes ; what new actors are en- 
gaged for the theatre, with their qualifications 
_and blemiſhes. Give an exa&t account of Eiq. 

———& bay ſpalding, which he inſiſts is the 
beſt hunter in England, can leap fifteen inches 
clear of the higheſt five bar gate in the coun- 
try, can leap a ditch twenty-four feet wide, 
and can give you his genealogy tor five gene- 
rations back, on' both fides., He wiſhes much 
to get the Eſq,— Colonel r—— and Farmer 


prvnoumas QI} 
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—— '©n his ſide, to raife his tithes; for: he can 
prove, that his are lower than any within twen« 
ty miles round. Thus be ſeeks not them, but 
theirs. Conners 2 nad Xi. 43 IG, 


k 


vh The Tavz and FairaruL Mm1sTER may 
be known by his TemPpek, &c. 


pf HI S. general temper and behaviour, is 
not only inoffenſive ; but he 'is bleſt with 3 
_ noble generous public ſpirit. He has an evi- 
dent tin&ture” of piety and holy zeal, running 
through the whole of his Geporaniphc, 


2, « HE 1s grave, evinaly} and decent in- ls 
apparrel, not following the new fanglenefs of the 
times,” &c. according 'to Canon 94, He is 
ſavoury - in ' converſation, adminiſtering grace 
to the hearers, © He is ſelf-denying, meek and 
contented in-'his ſtation, and charitable to the 
induſtrious poor. - Religion appears in his whole 
deportment, he: ſhuns vain 'company, fuch as 
weekly-mecting s, + clubs, -affemblies, and all 
places of faſhionable amuſements; fach eonduCt 
he looks upon, as intirely inconſiſtent with the 
ehriſtian,- and much more 1o-the chriftian mini- . 
ſer, who is the: embaſſador of. the great God. 
He therefore makes it his- governing 8im, - to 
adorn» the goſpel which he preaches, and ſo 
ſhine ag a hight in-the world. He imitates the 
charafter of a true miniſter of Chriſt, as it is 
deſcribed, Tit. 1, 79-10, A Biſhop muſt be blame- 


leſs 


CW 3” 


 hefs, as the feward of God, not ſelf -wwilled, not ſoon 
 engry, not given !0 wine,” no ſtriker, not given 10 
Filthy Iucre. But a lover of hoſpitality, - a lover of 
good men ; . ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, holding faſt 
the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he 


may be able by ſound dofrine, both to exhort and 
convince tbe gainſayers, 


3. HIS aolavions; to his heethrnn, is every 
way honourable, he is peaceable and moderate, 
loves thoſe of every denomination, whom God 
owns and blefſles, in gathering in, and building up 
precious and immortal fouls. He wiſhes to ſee 
Chriſt's kingdom enlarged by whomſoever God 
ſhall be pleaſed to make uſe .of for that pur- 
poſe; and rejoices that Chriſt | is preached and 
ſouls ſaved, though by miniſters of different 
ſentiments and perſuaſions from | himſelf, for 
he difdains to be bound ' up to the contrafted 
ſentiments and views of a.patty. This was 
Paul's diſpoſition, Phil. i. 18. What then ? not- 
withſtanding every way, whether in pretence or in 
truth, Chriſt is preached, I, therefore do. rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice. And Rom. xiv. 1, Him 
that is weak in the faith, receive you, but not to 
doubtful diſputations., And 2 Tim. 11.24, 25 
The ſervant . of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be 
gentle unto all men in meeknefs, inſtrufting thoſe 
that oppaſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the ae. as.) of the 
iralh, Th 3 


VI. The 


( Þ# ) 
VI. The Fats and UnrarTHFUL MiviSTER ney 
ow be known by vis TEMPER, &c. "3, 


I. HE will not ſuffer any of his infecians to 
ſpeak to him but with hat in hand; nor will he 
be contradifted 'by them in either doQrine or 
praftice. He' is proud and lofty, and high-- 
minded ; not having the fear of- God before his 
eyes. He loves to be foremoſt in all faſhions 
'in his hair, and dreſs in cloaths, both in 
ſhape and colour. ' He loves ſports, and all fa- 
ſhionable amvſements ; is generally the firſt and 
laſt man, at the weekly club, and monthly al- 
ſembly ; and ' none- of the ſubſcribers can beat 
him at either a country dance, or walking a mi- 
nuet, or ſing a catch with. more air and hu- 
mour. As a ſportſman, he will not turn his 
back upon any in the neighbourhood, at either 


the chaſe or the gun; this is s obſerved Ty all ___ 
COPINIEnS. | 


2. Sometimes indeed, his hekanls 1s regu= 
Lat and decent, eſpecially at a funeral. But ſtill 
there appears no real deyotian, zeal, or chriſtian 
love, in his converſation ; for, as. he. knows not 
| how to ſolve doubts, nor build up, or comfort the 


diſconſolate,: at ſuch ſolemn ſeaſon, he 1s ſtill and 
mute. In-place of buying up every opportuity in his 


ſtudy, for his people's improvement, he employs 
himſelf in literary amuſements, idleneſs, &c. &c. 
contrary to the charge given him by the great 
apoſtle, Give attendance ts reading, to exborta- 

do, tion, 


( at ) 


| Hen, to duitrine. Meditate upou theſe things, glut 
_ thyſelf whally to them, that thy profiting may ap- 


| regs unto all, I Tim. Iv. 13, and 15. 


HE. frequently ceafiires in public, and: tuners 
_ In. private, , at-his ,ouin brethren in the. church; 
and alſo all qthers of different perſuaſions; who 
| haye.more piety,, zeal and Tuecels,. ha ws Ur 
its than Wpnelhs "a 


HE heaps: pen. them the common virviene 
' names of the age;  Preaches and. ptigts. againſt 

them! as- the difturbers of the church's peace. 
Enthufiahs, felf-concaited hergtigs 3.and warns all 
his-periſh againſt their attendance on ſuch, And 
if any; ſhould diſobey his injunfions, threatens. 
them; and infifts they hall loſe their ſettled 
work-—that he will neither baptizez marry, nor 
bury, any belopging to them, He ſpeaks .eyil 
of thoſe miniſters, where they attend, injurgs 
their characters, ſtains their reputations, endea- 
vours to leſſen their eſteem and uſefulneſs, See 
| his charaCter, Fohn 111. v. 9; and 1Q.—ut Dis 
zrephes, who loveth to have the pre-emmence among 
them; receiveth. us not——prating 4s 2With mas 
licious words ; and: not contented therewith, neither 
doth be. bimfelf receive the brethren ;. aud forbiddeth 
 vhemithptanould, ond cafteth. PE wm ihe wy 4d 


"The 


A 9 
The allowing Contraſt | is taken from 


that valuable and rare Book, enti- 


tled Dr. Ma artini Luthe ri Cc «leguio 
Merjalie. » 


Lvrars's Qualities and Virtues of Aa goed 


' Preacher. 


'A 690Þ prearher will prevch ondety. 
2 A good preacher hould have a good voice. 


F A good preacher ſhould have a ſtrong = 
; bono {0 


A good preacher ſhould know BG to mile he 
4. of his ſermons, 


s A good preacher ſhould have the ah play 


of his ſermon in his head. 


6A Hood preacker ſhould be Knpronly elo- 


' quent.” 


7 A a preacher ſhould have a rey, cle, 
good i invention. 


{A good preacher ſhould be fo perſuaded of | 


' thei importance of his office, and the value 
of immortal ſouls, that he ſhould engage in 
it, body and blood, wealth and power. | 


9 A OE orenthict ſhould 'not- fuffer 'Kimſelf 
- tamely to be baffled and mocked of every 


- pretender and fault-finder, 
Eons Wha LuTHER'S 
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: LoTrza's Quaticits of a Preacher hs! tents 
kopleaſe the world. 


| : H, E muſt be learned, and THY that he is ſo. 


2 He muſt make as much uſe. of learning as in 
poſſibly can. 


3 He muſt have a fine imoorh delivery, as 4 
moſt ſweet voice, 


4 He myſt only uſe neat words and quainr 
| __ phraſes, and excel in conciſcucls. 


s He muſt ſtudy not to touch on the fins-of the 


times, and have the whole of his fermon 
before his eyes. 


6 He muſt ever ſtudy to avoid the diſturbing 
of his peoples conſciences, alſo ſeriptural 
phraſes, Seneca and Tully, are mucn more. 
refined, 


7 He mutt MOEY the taſte of his people, and 
preach juft ſuch things as will ſuit them, 
"The more curious, the leſs offenſive. 


$ He muſt be a handſome well made man, fuch 
as young widows and maids will love, 


9 He muſt dreſs exa®tly in the faſhion ; and ne- 
ver receive, but give money, 


He 


3 


(i 26): 
' He thus adds: 


. Curſed be all preachers, hs in the dine 
aim at high, bard, and” fine things ; negleCing-. 
the poor and unlearned ; ſeeking anly to pleaſe 
_ two or thiee, viſe or learned men-; rather than 


to profi: x thouſand poor illiterate ſouls : ſeeking 


only their own honovr, and praiſe from man, 
and rot thac which cometh from God. 


in; 270 vement of the foregoing CharaFers. | 
Fo 29 own SOUL, reſpefing my prefent Views. 
| #8 Beam forth, immortal Light, i in radiant Fires, 
D Soft immaterial Mod ang. bure en - 


: AV-E. 1 the experimental knowledge of 


7 ghar golpel-ſalvation, tor my own ſoul, which 
] intend to preach to others ?- 


2 Am I ſatisfied, that the ſacred ſcriptures 
contain the whole mind and will of God, re- 


ſpeQting the method of ſalvation to ruined, loſt 
man, and for a rule of /;/e, faith and praffice ? 


3 Have I a juſt, conſiſtent view of Chriſt Je- 
fus, as to his real divinity and humanity, his 


charafters, by which he ſtands related to man- 


| kind—finners ; as ſuch, or, to ſaints ; redeemed 


by his blood, called by his grace, and juſtified 
by his Spirit ; of his glorious perfeFions, of his 
titles, and attributes ? It is neceſſary, O my ſoul, 


«4 
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| In this day of Arian and Arminian declenfion, 
that thou be well grounded in theſe fundamen- 
tals ; that 1 may be able from Scripture to de- 
fend theſe in public, and to confute their opP9- 
—_ in POTIONS. 


; 4, Have I clear views of the loſt ſtate of man, | 
or of original fin, and of the total inability of 
any of the ſons of Adam, to do any thing to- 
wards the ſalvation of thejr precious ſouls ; 
at leaft, that « whatever works may be done 
before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration 
of his ſpirit, are 'not pleafing to God, for- 
as much as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt.” For © good works do TOY necetſa- 
rily of a true and lively faith,” | 


5 Am thoroughly ſatisfied of the i importance 
and abſolute neceſſity of regeneration ? that it is 
not the effets of baptiſm or repentance, or any 
external application or outward reformation 
whatſoeverz but, that it is only effected by the 
inward working of the holy Spirit .of Gods 
whereby the ſoul-paſſes through a ſpiritual and 
divine change; the underſtanding is hereby en- 
lightened, the will renewed, the affections fpi- 


ritualized, and the whole inward mian brought = 


_ tothe experimental knowledge of Chriſt's love; 
and an earneft breathing after -true holineſs, 
without: which. none can ſee the Lord, 


6..Am 


( 33 

6. Am 1 ſatisfied hi Pt. effeftual calling of 
any ſoul, by any means whatſoever, is but the 
fulfilling of the glorious deſigns of God from 
all eternity ; to reſcue a number of the ſons of 
Adam from the ruins of the fall, and in his own 
way and time, to raife them to more exalted 
and 'permanent privileges, than their original 
parent ever enjoyed, in the very height of his 
paradifaical glory. © To 'bring about theſe grand 
purpoſes of divine and unparalleled love to loſt 
man, accotding to the wonderous ſtipulations in 

the counſels of peace, between GodtheFatherarid 
God the Son, which were held from all eternity ; 
am I clear, that the Son, to fulfil his engage- 
ment, in fulneſs of time, took upon him our 
nature, lived a pure, and meritorious life, had all 
the ſins of the choſen of God imputed ro him, 
and for them yielded a full, perfe&t, and com- 
_ pleat ſatisfaftion, by his active and paſſive obedi- 


ence and by his amazing agonies both in the gar- 
den and on the croſs, as the vicarious ſacrifice for 
all that ever ſhould be called by grace : that the 
reſurre&ion is- a dottrine, 'to be enforced with 
its glorious effects, as alſo the aſcenſion'of our 
glorious maſter to heaven, where he is now fer 
down on the right hand of the majeſty of God, 
there repreſenting all for whom he died in their 
own nature. And that in and through him, all 
'our perſons and ſervices, are, (and only can be) 
accepted of God. Therefore, in and through 
him, all our graces, merctes, and bleſſings, ſpirt- 
tual and temporal, flow down to us. And fur- 


ther, as by the imputation of our guilt to him, 
he 


(34 J 
he was made fin for us, and died to piye per. 
fe fatisfaftion for our crimes to divine juſtice 
ſo, by the imputation of his merits and righteonf- 
2/s to us, through faith in him, we are acquit- 
ted before God, 


7 Am I fatisfied in my own conſcience, that 

I am called and ſent of God, to preach the eyer- 

laſting goſpel of his Son, to*poor Chriſtleſs ſin+ 

ners? And do l yalue this call rg the miniſtry, 

above the call of man ? Or, ſhould I look upon 

myſelf a true miniſter of Chriſt withaut this cal}, 
however honourably ordained þy man? 


8 Dol believe that the object I have in view, 
with the iteps I am purſuing to attain it, is ac- 
IG to the will of God? D 


9 In what ſenſe do I ated thts the 
care-of ſouls is committed to me ? This is high- 
ly neceſſary to be conſidered by every miniſter | 
of the church of England, reſpecting pluraliſts, 


10 -Am 1, or am I not negligent, in atraining 
' all neceſlary qualificatians,” for the right dif. 
charging of the duties of my ſtation? 


11 Am I more earneſt in prayer, that the 
SpirIT of GoD, may accompany my word, than 
that I may have and enjoy liberty and propriety 
in ſpeaking? 


12 Am 1 ſenſible of the difference, (in my 
own ſoul) between feeding upon milk, and 
frong 
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ftrong food i : Elſe, how can I divide the word 
according to different caſes, either in 1 public or 
private, 


13, Ought I not to beware,” of too juſtly 
meriting .the title of a legal preacher to believ- 
ers; although I may preach Juſtification. by faith, 
without the deeds of the law, to. penitent linners ? F 


14. As preaching | is but one part of the 
Chriſtian miniſters duty, ſhould I not endea- 
 vour to acquire all knowledge that is neceſſary 
for a miniſter; of chriſtian prudence, chriftian 
patience and fortitude,. from men, author:, or 
experience from either my own flock or others ? 


15. Is there any perſon within the compaſs of 
my knowledge, or, any character of which I have 
heard and read; eminent for true piety, real ho- 
lineſs, Gropaliba 3 in labours, whom I do not car- 


neſtly ſtrive to copy after ? 


- 16. I now find many caſes among chriſtians, 
of which if 1 am not quite ignorant, yet, | am 
by no means capable of ſolving their doubts, 
removing their fears, or applying ſuitable pro- 
Miſes to them. How will it be, when in my 
approaching ſtation they will require of me what 
I am not capable of ? O my God, teach both 
them. and me. 


17 I hear it after affirmed by "Pp and expe- 


Fichced chriſtians, that baſofulneſs and fegr of 
man, 
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- man, is the effe&s of pride, &c. &c, but if it be, 
' 1 am ne of the proudeſt beings in nature, which. 


yet I Hate and abominate. For in reality, I fear 
thoſe two evils much. However I am determined, 
that if plain truth, and the whole jrath, as far as 
I know it, ſhall be openly, freely, cloſely and as 
plainly declared, both to rich and poor, friend 
and enemy ; as I am able in zjmijtation of my 
great mater, 


v2; Do I know ah aifereace between preach. 
ing the grand truths of the goſpel, from hearſay, 
other mens works, 8c. &c. and from experience ? | 
19. Am I grieved in heart, that fo few heax 
and receive the goſpel, eſpecially my own rela- 


tives and intimate acquaintances ? 


20. There are dark paſſages in ſcripture, many 
obſcure predictions, numerous peculiar ſtates 
and cafes, which 1 find many of God's ſervants 
exerciſed with, and inany caſes of conſcience, all 
of which, I may be called upon to unriddle and 
Explain to. perſons ſo exerciſed: Am I diligent 
to knaw theſe things from all means and helps 
I poſſibly can, but eſpecially Dy humble and 
fervent prayer to God? 


21, Am I deeply concerted adi the awful] 
ſtare of carnal, unawakened miniſters ?- Does my 
heart bleed to think of the vaſt numbers of large 
congregations curſed with ſuch miniſters, for 
they cannot be bleffings to them. O Lord, turn 
thy hand ypon- the miniſtry of the eſtabliſhed 

church 
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church of this kingdom.—O revive thy work in 
the midſt of bis year (or time) of darkneſs. 
Bleſſed be- thy great name, there are even now. 
a conſiderable ymber of bold champions raiſed. 
up to ſerve thee, in declaring thy goſpel to loſt 
mankind. 


26. Ann f determined, through the grace of. 
God; that neither my own ſoul, nor thoſe of. 
my people, ſhall ſuffer declenſion, through my 
careleſineſs, either in the ſtudy or the pulpit ? 


23: And after all; when I dwell upon the aw- 
ful thought, that I muſt give an account of my. 
ſtewardſhip, and the courſe of my miniſtry, of 
thoſe particularly. under my care, tothe great 
God at the laſt deciſive day—I tremble ; Lon, 
who 1s 1u{crorre for theſe things ! 


Now, O my ſoul; be attentive to the voice of 
thy glorious captain, Jeſus. O my heart, be thou 
ſenſibly touched of the great honour ſoon to be 
conferred upon thee. Yield to the ſoft impreſ- 
fions of thy powerful director. My paſſions, 
be dead to this periſhing earth—be nervous tg. 
ſtruggle with all alluring, decoying objedts— , 
burn with ardent deſires for thy God—be zeal- 
| ouſly affefted in his cauſe, or, engage not 1n it, 
Go forth, my affeCtions, in regular order, march 
heroicly | through all enchanting, enſnaring 
charms z tread down mighty oppoſers ; look 


| over the heads of mighty potentates. You are 
- I enliſted 
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enliſted as faithful ſoldiers, to ſmile at inſults, to 


overcome the mighty, and to triumph over the- 
monarch of terrors. Be armed, be watchful, be 

reſigned, be courageous, be humble. O my 
foul, count the coſt, poverty may be thy lot for 
purſuing thy preſent plan, and for faithfully ex- 
ecuting it; tortures, hunger and death, may be 
thy wages. Lay thy account for reproaches and 
calumnies ; the croſs muſt be born ; temptation, 
ſtrong temptations will thoroughly exerciſe thee. 
If thou layeſt thyſelf out for general good, ex- 
pett not only the ſons of Belial to be muſtered 
ag inſt thee, but the profeſſing world who will 
ſeverely arraign thy condutt. Thy brethren in 
the miniſtry, who love eaſe, have loſt their zeal 
for God, and love for immortal ſouls, who are 


more nice upon the point of regularity, and or- 


der, than aſliduous to win ſouls to Jeſus, they will 
be the moſt powerful, though ſecret enemies! They 
will draw their bow-ſtrings tight, that their ar- 
rows may ſtick faſt in thy reputation, uſeſulneſs or 


ſuſtenance, and where a convenient reaſon offers, 


they can whet their tongues like glittering 
ſwords, and wield than, with all the force, 
which the' arm of cruel jealouſy is maſter of. f 
Thou muſt expect faran to try hard, to ſift every 
part of thy experience and faith, views and Ja. 
bours ; he will rain ſtorms and tempeſts (if per- 
mitted) to injure thee in every office and cha- 
raſter which thou ſuſtaineſt. The devil never 
D 3 will 


+ The !aſt obſervation 1:5 founded on real matters of fa. 
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will ſiffer Chriſt's kingdom to be llargtd, 
without doing as Sanballat did to Nehemiah, 
when he was rebuilding the walls of Jeruſalem. 
In thy congregation; expe& to tmeet with tur- 
bulent ſpirits; ungovernable; unadviſeable; un- 
manageable beings; ſuch as even St. Paul prayed 
to God to be delivered from, namely; unreaſon- 
able men, and from ſuch may my good God de- 
liver me. And likewiſe from critically nice 
hearers, cavilling doctrinal hearers. . O .how 
many of the chureh of Chriſt have'they rent and 
torn to pieces How many diviſions and par- 
ties have they formed | What huge ſtumbling 
blocks have they rolled in the way of the young - 
and weak chriſtian ? How many faithful mini- 
ſters have been murdered by ſuch uſage! O my 
ſoul, be armed for thy employ, put on (not a 
part) but the whole of the armour of God. Ir 
may be, thy own relations will be permitted, to 
perplex, trouble and reproach thee, but as thou 
can claim neither houſe nor /and by birth, they 
cannot difinberit thee; . Many a gracious, good 
miniſter has had. ahvir croſs in their partners in 
life, this may” be thy caſe, But, O heavens, for- 
bid it, if conſiſtent with thy divine derermi- 
nations 1- 
An immoral nobleman or oentleman i in the . 
pariſh, may cauſe thee much uneaſineſs. Should 
my ReQtor be an unconverted man, what exten- 
five difficulties am T like to meet with ! I can- 
' not deſcribe what I have-not experienced ; poſ- 
fibly a few years exerciſe may enable me to form 
, A bet« 


(3 
* a better zudgment of men and things. Who in- 
' deed can bear to go through what has been al- 
ready mentioned 2? .but ſhall I recede ? Shall not 
the ſervant follow the maſter? Am T 'to be ſent 
without divine aid ? Are there no conſolations 
in theſe trying ſcenes? No promiſes, no hopes 
of conquering, no expectations of a crown ? 
Chear up, O my ſoul, thou art called to an 
employ which the Almighty. God has not ſeen 
fit to employ angels, Cherubims nor Ceraphims, 11. 
Thou art called to honour and dignity, to be a 
plenipotentiary for the moſt high God. To be 
honoured with his private thoughts and deſigns 
ro the ſons of men, to be bleſſed with all the 
views and enlarged ideas from revelation which 
can enrich the mind, and embolden the ſoul in 
the grand work of a lamp-bearer for God's anoint-_ 
ed, Pfal. cxxxii, 16, To Cciffuſe light to gark 
minds, to allure ſouls to Chriſt ; for, thy buſi- 
neſs is with immortal and inviſible beings. Thou 
art ſent on a treaty from the great and much-1n- 
jured God, to rebellious ſpirits. None are en- 
truſted by kings to treat upon matters of peace 
or war, but friends, beloved ones, intimates, who 
| have been often in the privy cloſer, who has 
been made acquainted with all the fates and 
conditions of the rebellious ſons of men, with 
the plenituce of mercy, and vaſt deſigns of grace 
which has filled the heart of God, from all ages 
to them, and ſhone divinely through all the 
types and figures in the ancient diſpenſations.. 
Thy buſineſs is to be upon the tenor of the new 
covenant, 


( 48 ) 
covenant, upon. which God atts in miflions of 
grace to-falten man. But man a&s by nature, 
as under the firſt covenant; the tenor of which 
is, Do this, and live: . Now theſe two ſenti- 


ments are ſo-widety different, that a'reconcilia- 
| oy can never-be effected, . while they-ſa conti- 


It 1s thy buſineſs therefore; to bring both 
| delay to a&t under one covenant or law. The 
much - injured. Sovereign of - the. - univerſe 


has condeſceended- fo far; ag to proceed by the 


matter of the- ſecond covenant, as the only means 
and way, by-which he could att in a way of 
_ grace to the offenders ; for had they been ca+ 
pable of fulfilling the-firſt covenant, God would 
not have changed that for the ſecond, as a pro- 
per medium to att through. Now thy buſineſs 


is this, to perſuade fallen man, that he is un- 
der a covenant or law by-which he can. never be 


| reconciled with God, nor God with him. This 
muſt be done by clear convincing reaſoning, on 
_ thy part, and the power of the bleſſed Spirie, on 
God's part, You muſt fet forth the ſtriftneſs of 


the law, and prove, that all the world is guilty 


before God ; both in thought, word, and in the 
fſtrifeſt and holieſt of their ations Alſo, ſet be- 
fore them' the plan. of redemption, in the cove- 
_ nant of grace. The effedts of Chriſt's engage- 


ments with the Father, his taking all the guilt 


of his people on- - himſelf ; ſuffered 'waat they 


ſhould” have ſuffered . for their own ſins—that 


'God' was well pleaſed. with the fatisfattion 
which he ore ro divine juſtice; © that 'the work 


of 
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. of ſatisfaQtion for ſins is now paid by Chriſt 
- and God wants no more—only for us to believe 


in our hearts, in Chriſt, as juſt has been obſerv- 
ed, &c. &c. and his Spirit will aſſiſt you ſo to 
do; then will commence a view of, and hatred 
to lin; conſequently repentance and. genuine 


obedience to all God's ſtatutes, and a prefling 


after holineſs, But ſtill I may convince by cJear 
and ſtrong arguments, and they may be only 
convinced ; but it is God's work to convert, and 
his, alone ; therefore, O may my eyes of expeCta- 
tion and faith be to him, who can crown my en- 
gagements with his divine power. And ſhould 
the Almighty anſwer thee, and make thee ſuc- | 
ceſsful, thou ſhalt ſhine as a ſtar of the firſt or- 
der in glory! Here is encouragement, O my ſoul, 
to perſevere, All thy trials, troubles, afliti- 
ons and perſecutions, are only of a momentary 
nature. But that which ought to ſtimulate the 
zeal of an archangel, 1s, that all thy pleaſures, re- 
wards, joys, riches, and confolations ; are of an 
heavenly and eternal nature, Go on thus, in 
time of difficulty, go to thy God for advice. 
When dead and lifeleſs, lean on him for life ! 
What thou cannot do with Chriſtleſs fouls in 


public thou mayeſt effe& by bringing them to 


thy Maſter in private. Leave them in his hand, 
with pleading ſome promife for them, if poſſible. 
Thou art called to revive decaying religion, 
to fruRtify dry churches and withering profeſſors: 
To be a pattern to thy brethren in the miniſtry, 


for zeal and aQtivity, Let Chriſt's glory be thy . 


OF 
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main view, hold him up in all his glories, to at- 
tra&t poor ſinners. Diſplay his balſamic virtues: 
to every wounded ſoul. - Point out his everlaſt- 
ing love to ungrateful monſters, in a thouſand 
inſtances, Convince the moſt heatheniſh obdu-. 
rate wretch in all the pariſh, that thou haſt been 
with Jeſus. By this, thou wilt receive honour, 
both from God and man. Deiſts and repro- 
| bates, formaliſts and legaliſts, only, can hate 
thee ; prodigals, and all the %ommon. race of 
ſinners will fear thee, : 
Thy employ is every way honourable, all wiſe, 
honeſt men, judge it ſo—great men have deſired 
| it, and been happy in the-arduous labours which 
their duties called them to. | 
 Ifaiah, a Prince, chearfully engaged in it, when 
he was ſenſible of the reality of his miſſion. 
« Here am I (Lord) ſend me !” The noble young 
Cretian, Titus, gloried to be an embaſſador for 
God. So did the noble Alaſco and Sadee!; and 
bleſſed be God, we have now ſome right honour- 
able, faithful labourers in Chrif*s vineyard. Thoſe 
who have low mean views of this ſacred honour- 
able office, it is-at the peril of their ſouls to enter 
into it, Woe! woe! be to thoſe who enter in- 
to this office for a piece of bread here, ſuch 
ſhall want a drop of water to cool their tongue 
hereafter, The higheſt dignity that human na- 
ture is capable 'of, is to become a conveyer of 
God's truth to others; either the law to awa- 
ken dark dead ſouls, or, the goſpel to ceſpairing 
FE, b <4" RE. 
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ſinners, or conſolations .to OR” doubting 


_ chriſtians, 


'O my ſoul, there are yet two. views whickt 
tend much to quicken thy love to Chriſt, and zeal 


_ for his glory. 


The firft is, the happineſs of a faithful mini- 
ſter juſt leaving this world. All thy labours, all 
thy flock, all thy ſpiritual children and other 
ſaipts ſurround thy dying bed, bedewing thy 
floor with ſtreams of joyful tears. Thy ſpiritual 
children are'there, deyoting-thy precious. ſoul. to 
him, who ſent him to this worldw=to them, in 


peculiar mercy., How officious ! How friendly ! 


What earneſt prayers to God to receive the im- 
mortal part' of their ſpiritual parent. © Reward 
him, ſay they, O divine Parent of the univerſe, 
with ſome eminent ſtation at thy - right hand in 
glory, Preſerve, O Lord God omnipotent, pre+ 
ſerve us, his ſpiritual children here, and elfe> - 
where, through all theſe labyrinths of woe, ſafe 
from ſpiritual pollution, pure and ſpotleſs 


_ through the blood of the Lamb : that we may 


be ſtuds in his crown, in the great day of at- 
counts.” Yea, even enemies will be conftrain- 


| ed to ſay, ſurely his ſoul is gone to God. Angels 


are in waiting for the ſoul to take .its flight to 
the bright regions of eternal bliſs. Yonder they 
eſcort it through legions of fiends, and all the 
forces of the prince of the power of the air, giv- 


_ ing way, for the conqueror in triumph to his 


crown, The ſpacious, the eternal gates are 
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flung open at its approach, What glories ! the 
pearly gates ! the golden ſtreets! the ſapphire 
pavement !_ the light of 'the eternal ſun of righ-. 
reouſneſs, darting upon them are tranſcendenrly 
glorious, and paſt deſcription. What numbers 
of ſaints await the arrival of the newly diſembo. 
died fpiric? Yonder ſtands ſome of his dear re- 
f lations, attended 'by many of thoſe with whotn 
he took ſweet counſel in the lower world ; mi- 
 nifters, and efninently holy ſouls; pillars of the 
church, who came our of great tribulation, hav- 
ing waſhed their robes in the blood of the Lamb, 
Yea, and many of his ſpiritual children, with 
heavenly tranſport joins the whole choirs in an 
anthem of praife,-for the arrival of another cho- | 
ſen heir of grace. Then appears his glorious 1 
maſter ! whomhe loved, though never before be- 
held. Now his enlarged ſoul, with inexpreſlible = | 
Joy, beholds him, with all his radiant glory ; 2 
while he's welcomed with, © Well done, good 
and faithful ſervant!” Welcome, my ambaſſador ! 
Here 1s your crown, ye conquering champion | 
Live for eyer here in theſe manſions, which I 
have reſeryed and provided for you! Here I 
lead you to, the fountains of living water ! Be- 
hold, I now wipe away for ever, all tears from | 
| 
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your eyes ! No ſorrow nor pain from henceforth, 
for ever, ſhall affe&t you more. Sit down with me 
at my marriage-feaſt, Drink of this vaſt ocean of | 
eternal bliſs! Join with yonder bright cherubic le- {1 
gions, and all their blood-bought race, in ado- | 


rations of praiſe! And to ſwell the ſong, think 
of 
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_ of my love and grace to earthly beings. . Re-_ 
_ count my vaſt unfathomable providences below ! 


Look back to eternity, view all my wonders, 
judgments, comforts, promiſes, &c. &c. through 
the unmeaſurable circle even to eternity again ; 


and be ever under the ſmiles of my eternal 


love,” Let me ſuppofe, the whole innabitors — 
ſtriking their harps, raiſing their voices, the cter- 


nal arches echoing back the ſounds ; the gates 
are ſhut, and I hear the Jefſoning ſqunds, 


Hd LLELUJAH! 
HALLELUJAH! 


HALLELUFAN! 


The 


EY. ? 


The following Vents were compoſed by a Piovs 
CLenGyMaAN in Virginia, who preached to {even 
Congregations, the neareſt of which was at the Di i/- 
tance of frue Miles from his Houſe, as he was re- 
Turning Home in a very dark and rainy Night, 


C OM E, heav Os endve PRO 27S come, | 
Poſſeſs my ſoul, and ſolemn thoughts inſpire: $*; 
The ſacred hours, that with too ſwift a wing 
Incefſant hyrry by, nor quite elaps'd, 
Demand a ſerious cloſe, Then, be my ſoul, 
Sedate and ſolemn, as this gloom of night, 
That thickens round me, Free from care, compos' d 
| Be all my ſoul, as this dreadfolitude, 
Thro' which, with gloomy joy, I make my way. 
Above theſe clouds, above the ſpacious {ky, 
In whoſe vaſt arch theſe cloudy oceans roll, 
Diſpenſing fulneſs to the world below ; £ 
There dwells the Majeſty, whoſe fingle hand 
Props yniyerſgl nature, and who deals 
His lib'ral bleflings to this little globe, 
'The rehdence of warms; where Adam's ſons, 
Thoughtleſs of him who taught their ſouls to think, 
Ramble in vain purſuits, The hoſts of heav'n, 
Cherubs and ſeraphs, potentates and thrones, 
Array'd in glorious light, Hover on wing 
Before hig throne, and wait his ſov'reign nod, 
With ative zeal, with ſacred rapture fir'd, 
To his extenſive empires utmoſt bound, 
They bear his orders, aud his charge perſorm, 
Yet he, ev'n he (ye miniſters of flame— 
Admire the condeſcenſion and the grace !) 
Employs a mortal, form'd of meaneſt clay, 
Debas'd by fin, whoſe beſt deſert is hell ; 
Employs him to proclaim a Saviouk's name, 
And offer pardon to a rebel world, 

This day, my tongue, the glory of my fo Ry 
Enpy'd the honour of his advocate : Im- 


6. 
immortal ſouls, of more tranſcendent worth 
Than Ophir, or Peru's exhauſtleſs mines, 
Are traſted to my care. Important truſt! 


Once: favour'd with the goſpel's joyful fond; 
Now loft, for.ever.loſt, thro' my negle&— + - 
| In dire okernal glooms, with flaming »=.GH 

' Be heaping exectations'on my Head, 

Whilt here | lecyre, I dream my life away! _ 
What if forae ghoſt, cut off from lite nd hope, 
With fierce dſpairing. eyes up-tutn'd'to heav' ny 
That wildly ſtare, and witneſs horrors } huge, 
Be roaring horrid, ® Logo, avenge my blood 
On that unpitying wretch, who ſaw me run, . 
With, full career the dire enchanting 1 road, 

To theſe devouting flames, yet ward me notz | 
' Or faintly warn'd me, 'ahd with tangaid "torts, 
And cold harangue denounc'd eternal Kre, | 


And wrath divine?” At the dread ſhocking thought 


My ſpirit ſhudders, and all my inmoſt ſoul, 
Trembles and ſhrinks. Sure, if the phiitnive cries 
Of ſpirits reprobate can reach the ear 


Of their great Jupce, they muſt becries like ay F 


But if the meaneſt of the happy choir, 
That with eternal ſymphonies ſurround: 


LY 


The heav'nly throne, can ſtand, and thus teclare, TR 


«< [owe it to his care, that Ta het, 3 
Next to almighty grace: his faithful hand, 
Regardleſs of the frowns he mi ight incur, 
Snatch'd me,'reluftant, frotn approaching Hames, 


Ready to catchy and burn' unquenchable 3 xs 2 Iv WE” 


May richeſt graceTeward his pious zeal 


With ſome bright trianſion from this world of blik. 


Tranſporting thought? Then blefſed'be the harid, 


That form'd my etemental 'clay to man, / 
And ſtill ſupports me, * *Tis worth Wang to + 


If I may live to purpoſes'ſo great, * 

Awake, my dormant zeal! for ever "ERP. 

With gen'rous ardor for immortal ſouls; _ | 
And may my head, and tongue, and heart and all, 

"Spend and be ſpent in ſervice fo divins. 
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